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Women and Religious Freedom in Jerusalem's
Contested Sacred Sites — A Critical Look

Lihi Ben-Shitrit

A Abstract

This article studies three contemporary women's movements in and
around Jerusalem'’s Sacred Esplanade to offer a critical examination of
the interaction between women's activism, religious freedom, and state
sovereignty in the context of contested sacred space Jerusalem. The
three cases are: Women for the Temple, a Jewish Orthodox movement for
access to Temple Mount; the Murabitat, Muslim women activists devoted
to the protection of al-Agsa Mosque from Jewish claims; and Women
of the Wall, a Jewish feminist mobilization against restrictive gender
regulations at the Western Wall. The three movements all frame their
causes as interacting with the right to religious liberty and equality. Using
liberal secular arguments alongside religious ones, they hope to change
the wider public’s perceptions of their struggle and the importance of the
site they contest. Rather than a site of preoccupation for religious zealots
with extreme or exclusive religious-political agendas, they often construct
the space as a site where the state fails to respect the basic liberal right to
religious freedom. In analyzing the various arguments involving religious
freedom that the groups articulate, | seek to contribute to the growing
critical engagement with the politics of religious freedom. As the paper
demonstrates, in all three cases this principle is used — intentionally by
some, unintentionally by others — not only to advance civil equality but
also to expand discriminatory state sovereignty that grants or denies
rights based on religious affiliation.

Key words: Jerusalem, The Temple Mount, Al-Agsa, Religious Freedom.
Women'’s Activism, Women of the Wall, Murabitat, Women for the Temple
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7"IN1212M1 7 TINT QYN 7W MpPJUn 7n0n1 NITAT7 N WITPN NN

J1I1W NIPIOY 12 1IN NIKIIY NI 11TI,1989-n JWNIW ,"0IWNN PaxNn

(Jobani and Perez, 2017) Y19 IWNI1 IXA1D 721" 7W 017NN 0192 1P10N0 XN
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17X 0TIWN .NVINN NITNAN NN NITIPI NNJ 177331007002 X, 71130 NWI
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https://www.lamikdash.com/default. aspx ,WTpnNN 1K NON 7W MK TINND 5

.Shilo, 2005 1x1 70130 NTKA NI'WI NIPTOPNY 7W NMI100™M N'P07 6
(15.7.2018-1 n9xy) /http://www.womenofthewall.org.il/he/matarot ,7man nwi nx - 7
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https://har-habait.org/articleBody/7078 mwpa n1an 10 NWTN 1NXA 12V 0019 kN 11
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7W 7190 WIIN2 VU9 INNWKIW N1IVI0 10,13 103 (Shitrit, 2020: chap. 4
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